Vigo County Publie Library ? 


omMmuńicy Annars File 7 


walking tour 
of 


TERRE HAUTE 
SĘ Ind, 


Downtown area 


1e! un 


Vigo County Court House, 1884 


A continuing exhibition 
prepared by The Sheldon Swope Art Gallery. 


WALKING TOUR OF TERRE HAUTE 
(Downtown Tour) 


Terre Haute, Indiana was founded in 1816. Situated on a high bluff 
on the east side of the Wabash River, the site at an early date was 
referred to as "terre haut”, meaning high land, by French traders as they 
plied up and down the River from Vincennes. Hence the name Terre 
Haute when the small town was eventually established here. During the 
19th century, the town's steady economic growth and cultural 
development in no small measure resulted from its favored location at 
the intersection of north-south and east-west overland routes - routes 
which were once little more than paths through a frontier wilderness but 
which in time came to be today's U.S. Highways 40 and 41. Following the 
Civil War, the city prospered as the hub of vast coal mining industries 
and as one of the midwest's major railroad interchange points. 
Institutions of higher learning were established - Indiana State 
University in 1870, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in 1874 and 
nearby St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in 1840; and the town produced 
such notables as Eugene V. Debs, Theodore Dreiser and Paul Dresser. 

Prosperity and cultural distinction are clearly reflected in the city's 
architecture. The structures included in this tour are located in Terre 
Haute's downtown area. 


1. The tour starts at the Swope Block, 25 S. 7th St., built in 1901 in 
the then popular Neo-Renaissance style for Terre Haute jeweler Sheldon 
Swope who at his death established the Sheldon Swope Art Gallery, now 
housed in this building. The Gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 
12 noon to 5 p.m., on Sunday from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., and on Tuesday 
evening from 7 to 9:30. The Gallery is closed regularly on Monday. 
Admission is free at all times. 


1A. As you leave the Swope Block, glance across 7th St. at the 
charming little Victorian Gothic brick building with steep mansard roofs 
and cast iron crestings. This was constructed in 1885 as an office building 
for Jonathan P. Worrell, a well known “occulist” and “aurist” in late 
19th century Terre Haute. 


2. Walk east along Ohio St. At 822 Ohio near the northwest corner of 
9th St, is the Rufus H. Simpson House (now House Investments 
Company), a dignified Italianate residence built in 1865. 


3 Diagonally opposite the Simpson House is the Romanesque St. 
Benedict’s Catholic Church, designed by Adolph Druiding of Chicago and 
built in 1896-98. 


4. Walk north on 9th St., one block to Wabash Ave. On the northeast 
corner of 9th and Wabash is a handsome commercial Romanesque 
building, the main building of Hulman & Company constructed in 1892 
(Samuel Hannaford & Sons of Cincinnati, architects). 


5. To the left on the north side of Wabash Ave. is the Terminal 
Arcade building constructed in 1911. The renewed interest in ancient 
Roman design is revealed in the large arch of the facade and in the 
festoons carved in high relief on the surface above the entrance. 


6. Proceed north on 9th St. At 9th and Cherry is Hulman Civic 
Center, the Indiana State University Amphitheatre, designed by 
Sverdrup, Parcel & Associates of St. Louis and opened in December 1973. 
This structure is used for various convocational and athletic events and 
has a seating capacity of in excess of 10,000. 


7. Continue north on 9th St. to Sycamore St. where the Statesman 
Towers stand. These are Indiana State University dormitory buildings, 
designed by Ewing H. Miller and dedicated in 1969. 


8. One block west of the Statesman Towers is the home of Eugene V. 
Debs on 8th St. This well-preserved frame construction was built in 1890 
and is open free of charge to the public. Debs was the heroic organizer of 
the first industrial union in the United States. He died in 1926. In 1966 
the home was proclaimed a National Historic Landmark by the National 
Park System, U.S. Department of Interior. 


9. From the Debs Museum, walk west to 7th St. On the northeast 
corner of 7th and Chestnut is the Indiana State University Laboratory 
School. This location is the site of the home of Chauncey Rose, one of 
Terre Haute’s most successful 19th century businessmen and indeed one 
of the city's most generous philanthropists, responsible for the founding 
of the Rose Orphan Home, the Rose Dispensary, and Rose Polytechnic 
Institute, now Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. 


10. Walk south on 7th St. On the northeast corner of 7th and Eagle 
Streets stands Centenary United Methodist Church built in 1866 and, 
following a disastrous fire, rebuilt in 1904. 


11. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, an English country parish type 
church built in 1862-63 in the Gothic manner, stands on the southeast 
corner of 7th and Eagle Streets. W.R. Parsons was the architect. A 
beautifully landscaped garden designed in 1965 can be viewed along the 
7th Street front. 


12. On the west side of 7th St., immediately opposite St. Stephens, is 
the Emeline Fairbanks Library, the main building of the Vigo County 
Public Library system. This Beaux Arts structure was designed by W. 
Homer Floyd and Charles E. Scott and built in 1906. 


13. One block further south on 7th St., the boldły curving facade of 
Tirey Memorial Union can be seen. This is an impressive contemporary 
structure designed by Ewing H. Miller in 1973 and bridges two earlier 
buildings. Access to the Indiana State University campus quadrangle is 
gained by walking beneath this bridge. Before entering the campus 
quadrangle, look back at three fine structures on the opposite side of 7th 
Street: the Central Christian Church (1911; T. J. Martin, contractor), 
Central Presbyterian Church (1863; architect unknown) and the YWCA 
(1908; Foltz & Parker, architects). 


14. Now enter the quadrangle of the University campus. The stately 
and well-preserved Italianate mansion on the left as you walk westward 
is Condit House, built in 1860 and now the home of the President of 
Indiana State University. 


15. Continue walking across the quadrangle to the 6th St. exit, turn 
left to Wabash Ave. and then proceed west along Wabash Ave. to Third 
St. On the way, note the many handsome old 19th century store facades. 
At Wabash Ave. and 5th St., on the northwest corner, is the White Block 
with its corner turret. This structure was built in 1899 and designed by 
Juniper G. Vrydagh. 


15A. At the northeast corner is another turn-of-the-century business 
block, the Erwin Block designed by W. Homer Floyd and built in 1899. 


16. Also at Wabash Ave. & 5th St., on the southwest corner, is an old 
French Mansard edifice, formerly the National State Bank, built about 
1868. 


17. Continue walking west on Wabash Ave. On the corner of 3rd and 
Wabash Ave. is the Vigo County Court House, a monumental Beaux Arts 
structure designed in 1884 by Samuel Hannaford of Cincinnati. The tall 
dome, the use of heavy stone masonry and the interest in paired classical 
columns and elaborate surface sculptural decoration reflect stylistic 
inspiration of the Paris Opera House and the Louvre. 


18. On Ohio St. immediately to the south of the Court House is the 
Branch Bank of Indiana, now the GAR building. This Greek Revival 
structure, built about 1832, was intended to resemble a small ancient 
Doric temple and is one of the finest Greek Revival structures in western 
Indiana. Edwin J. Peck, a prominent architect-builder, was the 
superintendent of construction. 


19. Now walk east along Ohio St., toward the starting point of the 
tour. On the west side of 4th St., you will see the rear of an old brick 
structure with a curved roof line. This building, which dates from 1877, 
was originally a two-story structure and was used as an early Terre 
Haute City Hall. 


20. At 5th and Ohio Streets is St. Joseph’s Male Academy built in 
1888 as a sturdy Romanesque fortress. 


21. Farther east on Ohio St. (630 Ohio) is the First Congregational 
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St. Benedict's Church, 1896-98. 


Church, a Gothic structure designed by Trumbull and Jones of Elgin, 
Illinois and constructed in 1902-03. 


22. At the southwest corner of 7th and Ohio Streets stands the 
Indiana Theatre, a luxuriantly decorated Spanish Revival structure built 
in 1922 and designed by John Eberson of Chicago. This style experienced 
much popularity just before and after World War I. The interior contains 
some of the finest Spanish decoration in the midwest. 


HEW: 1974 TIME: Approximately 2 hours. 
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WALKING TOUR OF TERRE HAUTE 
(Residential Area Tour) 


Terre Haute, Indiana was founded in 1816. Situated on a high bluff 
on the east side of the Wabash River, the site at an early date was 
referred to as "terre haut”, meaning high land, by French traders as they 
plied up and down the River from Vincennes. Hence the name Terre 
Haute when the small town was eventually established here. During the 
19th century, the town's steady economic growth and cultural 
development in no smalł measure resulted from its favored location at 
the intersection of north-south and east-west overland routes - routes 
which were once little more than paths through a frontier wilderness but 
which in time came to be today's U.S. Highways 40 and 41. Following the 
Civil War, the city prospered as the hub of vast coal mining industries 
and as one of the midwest's major railroad interchange points. 
Institutions of higher learning were established - Indiana State 
University in 1870, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in 1874 and 
nearby St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in 1840; and the town produced 
such notables as Eugene V. Debs, Theodore Dreiser and Paul Dresser. 

Prosperity and cultural distinction are clearly reflected in the city's 
architecture. The structures included in this tour are located in one of the 
city's finest late 19th century residential sections. Most are private 
residences which ARE NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and may be 
viewed from the outside only. 


1. Immanuel Lutheran Church (645 Poplar St.) located at the bend 
of Poplar St. A Victorian Gothic structure with strong German styling 
built in 1885 and designed by 19th century architect, Josse A. Vrydagh. 
Note in particular the use of red brick with white stone, imparting a 
polychromatic effect to the total composition, and the interesting 
pyramidal steeple with double slope and beveled edges. 


2. Walk west to 6th St., and then south. At 405 S. 6th St. is the 
Hawthorne Building, originally the Demus Deming home. The small 
cartouche above the center bears the date “1871”. The house is attributed 
to Josse A. Vrydagh and is designed in an Italian Renaissance palace 
style with French chateau tower added to the south side. 


3. The Strong-McKeen House, 444 S. 6th St. This massive and 
palatial structure, built in 1888-89, represents an interesting combination 
of Queen Anne, Romanesque and Neo-Colonial forms all of which gained 
popularity in American architecture during the last quarter of the 19th 
century. Note in particular the use of shingles in the widely spanned 
overhanging gables, the multiple roof levels, the rather generous window 
space, and the very handsome terracotta work on the curved bay. The 
structure is currently occupied by the Bituminous Materials Company. 


4. The R. N. Hudson House, 507 S. 6th St., now the Woman’s 
Department Club House. This structure was built in 1867-68 and, 
although now much altered, was once the finest example of Tuscan villa 
architecture in Terre Haute. A tall Italianate tower, originally located on 
the north side of the house, was removed for the sake of safety, and about 
1910 a classical portico was added. 


5. The Edson Kidder House, 524 S. 6th St. This stately brick 
structure designed in a freely interpreted Queen Anne idiom was built in 
1889-1890. Note the hipped roof, the wide span of the dormers, and the 
wood trim of the projecting gables and of the veranda with its circular 
pergola. 


6. Temple Israel, 540 S. 6th St., was completed in 1911 by Simeon B. 
Eisendrath of Chicago. The building has a monumental quality indeed 
and was designed in the 20th century Neo-Classic style. 


7. The Ripley-Jencks House, 625 S. 6th St. This is a conservative 
Italianate structure with a typical bracketed cornice and was built 
probably soon after 1860. The rear additions are later. The projecting 
classic portico was considerably altered about 1910. 


8. The Cruft-Crawford-Ward House, 800 S. 6th St., a late Victorian 
blend of Queen Anne and Romanesque, built half of wood and half of 
brick, with a French Chateauesque tower capped with a conical roof. The 
hipped roof and the clustered chimneys are of particular interest. 


9. The Whipple-Johns-McCarthy House, 805 S. 6th St., was built 
about 1855 and is the essence of grace and restraint. It is an Italianate 
structure with classic door and window trim and on the north side a long 
open piazza. 


10. The Maier-Aten-Knapp House, 903 S. Center St. Both interiorly 
and exteriorly, this house preserves its original character better than any 
house in Terre Haute. It was built in 1897 and is a synthesis of Queen 
Anne, Neo-Colonial and Romanesque elements. Of particular interest is 
the rustic chimney, the deep arches of the veranda, the feeling for 
largeness of volume, and the harmony of materials, textures, and color 
tones. C. A. Wallingford of Indianapolis was the contractor. 


11. The Miller-Caplow House, 825 S. 7th St., built about 1894. 
Another fine late Victorian Neo-Jacobean house with an octagonal tower 
which balances the heavy massing of the rest of the house. Note the 
bulging bay which stretches forward from the south side, and the 
complex roofing pattern quite typical of the period. 


12. The Stack-Britton House, 904 S. 7th St., built about 1892. This is 
one of Terre Haute's finest homes: an extremely well-preserved Queen 
Anne house with plate and colored glass, fish-scale shingles and rather 
typical Eastlake trim consisting of wooden spindles, posts, carved 
brackets and gauged window heads. Note the asymmetrical massing, the 
gable overhanging an octagonal bay at the side and the rectangular bay 
on the front with spindled balcony above. 


13. The Cox-Hulman House, 931 S. 7th St., now occupied by the 
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. This house was built in 1900 and is 
another example of a spacious yet cozy late Victorian home with much 
Queen Anne and Neo-Colonial styling. The round bay on the south side, 
the use of classical pilasters at the doorway and corners of the house, and 
the pillared porch are late Georgian features which effectively combine 
with such pre-Georgian characteristics as the asymmetrical plan, the 
varied roof heights and the broad clustered chimneys. 


14. The Hedding House, 935 S. Center St. This is a plain Italianate 
house, stylistically suggesting a date of about 1870, and is especially 
pleasing in its simplicity and lack of pretense. 


15. The Ludovici-Cajacob House, 1000 S. 6th St. This house was 
designed by Josse A. Vrydagh and built in 1873. It is one of the most 
splendid Italianate houses in the city. Of particular interest are the well 
proportioned Italian Renaissance window and door surrounds and the 
alternating plain and vermiculated stone quoins at the corners of the 
building. 


16. The James H. Black House, 1108 S. 6th St. This house, built in 
1895, is another fine example of the Queen Anne vernacular with 
Eastlake trim. Note the complex roof plan, the octagonal bays with their 
overhanging gables, the use of shingles in conjunction with clapboards 
and the prominent pergola with conical roof. 


17. The Overstreet-Swango House, 1205 S. 6th St., built about 1892. 
This is an excellent example of the synthesis of Queen Anne and 
Romanesque elements in 19th century domestic architecture. The plan is 
again informal and the massing asymmetrical. A tower with many large 
windows dominates the corner of the house. Surfaces are generously 
ornamented with shingles and elaborate spindle work. 


18. The Sage-Robinson-Nagle House, 1411 S. 6th St., 1868. This 
mansion is now the home of the Vigo County Historical Society. Its © 
design is Italianate and its massing plan is asymmetrical, with one 
section of the facade projecting and terminating with an octagonal bay 
window. One of the most interesting features is found in the elaborate 
window moldings, some of which are segmenta! with accented keystones 
while others are semi-circular hoods. This building is open free of charge | 
to the public. Hours: Sunday through Friday, 1-4 p.m. Closed Saturday. 


> 


7 > oN 7 
re sk ” 
s 


ye 4 7 


HEW: 1974 TIME: Approximately 1 1/2 hours. 


es. 
at 
15% 


ne SE PONS OOOO WIERZ 


Sage - Robinson - Nagle House, 1868 


JJ a 

x 

Q © 
z u 


